[New epidemiological aspects of dengue].
Since the 1940s, the dengue epidemics occur more and more often in the Pacific islands with an increased severity. For example, in New Caledonia, outbreaks of dengue-like diseases have been reported since the end of the last century but the first epidemic due to an identified virus occurred in 1942-1943 and was caused by the DEN-1 type. The next, due to the DEN-2 type, was reported thirty years later, in 1972-1973. After that, three outbreaks burst between 1975 and 1990, caused successively by dengue types 1, 4 and 3 but from 1985, human strains of different types were isolated at the same time. The vector control measures, mainly aerial ULV spraying had a variable efficacy. The most important vector was Aedes aegypti but dengue virus strains were also isolated from other mosquito species (Aedes vigilax, Culex annulirostris, C. bitaeniorhynchus, Coquillettidia xanthogaster); their role in the interhuman transmission of dengue was not demonstrated. In New Caledonia, the development of international travels, an extension of suburbs and an increased insecticide resistance of Ae. aegypti are the obvious causes of the problem but an unknown transmission cycle, involving different hosts and vectors may also be suspected.